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UNION GROVE HIGH SCHOOL
Physical Science Course Syllabus

Instructor: Sue Merlino		Room #:804			Year: 2020-2021

Course Name: Physical Science
								
Textbook Used:    Prentice Hall, Physical Science

Supplementary Texts or Special Materials: Pencils, Blue or Black Pens, Notebook paper, Graph paper, Colored pencils, Calculator, 3 ring binder, and Glue sticks                                                                                                                        
Physical Science can get messy! If you can help, we need…
Paper towels, Kleenex/Facial tissues, and Hand soap
                                                                                                                               

Course Description:  Physical Science is a survey course of chemistry and physics. This physical science curriculum includes the structure of atoms, motion and forces, and the conservation of energy and matter, the action/reaction principle, and wave behavior. Students investigate physical science concepts through experience in laboratories and field work using the processes of inquiry. Good attendance will be critical for success.


Course Outline and Content: Major Concepts/ Skills: 						
Major Concepts/ Skills: 		          Concepts/Skills to Maintain:

Classifications of Matter 		          Characteristics of Science
Atomic Theory/Configuration                        Records investigations clearly and accurately 
Periodicity 				          Uses scientific tools
Bonding/Nomenclature 	    	          Interprets graphs, tables, and charts
Chemical Reactions 		                       Writes clearly 
Law of Conservation of Matter 	          Uses proper units
Solutions 				          Organizes data into graphs, tables, charts
Acid/Base Chemistry 			          Uses models
Phase Changes 			          Asks quality questions
Laws of Motion and Force 		          Uses technology
Energy Transformation 		          Uses safety techniques
Electrical/Magnetic Forces                            Analyzes data via calculations and inference
Wave Properties                                              Recognizes the importance of explaining data    
                                                                            with precision and accuracy


Grading System:  
             A =  90-100			80% of the grade is comprised of:
B =  80-89			Major Assessments -Tests/Projects: 40%	
C =  74-79			Minor Assessments - Labs/Quizzes: 40%
D =  70-73			
F =  below 70	20% of the grade comes from the Midterm first semester & the Georgia Milestones assessment second semester.	



Classroom Rules & Discipline Procedures: All students must adhere to the rules and expectations outlined in the Henry County Schools student handbook and the Union Grove High School student handbook addendum.
• Expectations:
· Be on time, on task, and prepared to learn EVERYDAY!  #nofreeday
· Respect the teacher, the classroom, other students, and yourself.  #benice
· Be responsible for your own learning.  #workhard
· NO FOOD OR DRINK!!!!  #labsafety 
· Clean up after yourself.  #cleanclassroom
· Put personal electronics away according to Electronic Device Policy listed below. 
• Important Procedures: 
· Class ends when your instructor dismisses you. Every student should continue working until dismissed. 
· Safety in the lab is a must; the lab safety contract will be strictly enforced.
· Students should always be prepared for class and have the proper materials.
· Students will handle personal needs in between classes (restroom, locker etc) 


Hall Pass Policy:  Students are required to utilize and display the standard issued UGHS pass at all times while out of the classroom, failure to do so will result in disciplinary consequences. Students are also required to fill out the Google form prior to leaving the classroom and document their return time on the same form. Teachers will not give out hall passes during the first ten minutes or last ten minutes of class. It is the teacher’s discretion to allow or deny a hall pass request.

Chromebook Policy: It is an expectation for students to have their charged Chromebook with them every day. Failure to do so will be regarded as “not being prepared for class.”

Make-up Policy:  Absence & Make-up Work Policy:  
1.	Henry County Board of Education Make-up Policy will be followed.
2.	Assignments can only be made up if the absence(s) are excused.
3. 	Students are responsible for getting all work/assignments missed when absent.
4.	If a student is absent on lab day he/she must complete an alternative assignment.
5.	Students absent on day of test must be prepared to take the test before/after school or in Instructional Focus the day they return.
7. 	Assignments assigned before the absence and due during the absence must be submitted the day they return to class.

Grade Improvement Opportunity
Dropped Grades:  Students will have the opportunity to drop their lowest major and minor grade at the end of each semester.  In order to receive this opportunity, students must have completed unit test corrections for each major assessment. 

Cell Phone/Electronic Device Policy: 
The cell phone/electronic device policy begins when students enter the designated classroom area. All students will place all cell phones/devices in the teacher assigned caddy. During this time, cell phones must be turned off. Additionally, all smart watches or other electronic devices connected to the phone must be caddied until the end of class.  Cell phones/devices will remain caddied until the end of class. Students will NOT be allowed to take their phones/devices out of the room when they have a hall pass to the restroom, media center, etc.  Students will be allowed to use cell phones/devices before first period, during lunch, and during class transition. 

On Time Policy:
In order to be considered “on time” to class, the student must be across the threshold of the classroom or designated classroom area by the end of the tardy bell.

Remote Learning: 
Students participating in remote learning are expected to actively participate in daily instruction and follow all guidance provided by HCS, UGHS, the classroom teacher, and this syllabus. This includes but is not limited to grading policies, attendance, and preparation for class.

Unit Repair Plan: 
The student has two weeks from the date the graded assessment is returned to complete the practice work and take the reassessment. Only two unit repairs may occur during each semester. This is specified by the UGHS Science Department. Students will receive an average grade of the first and second attempts for the assessment. The average will only be taken if it is higher than the first attempt.
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I have read and understand all of the objectives, requirements, and expectations for the course Physical Science taught by Ms. Merlino.




______________________________________	_________________________
Student signature					Date


_____________________________________	_________________________
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